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International artist Jana Nicole in Art Revolution exhibition
‘You’ve got so much 
talent here, it is 
really important, 
what we’ve been 
talking about 
is bringing in 
collaborations. I 
know I’m coming 
back. I have to.’

by Nathan Barcio

A
ward-winning 
American Artist, now 
resident in England, 
Jana Nicole, has 

brought her collection of  urban 
and contemporary artwork 
to the Rock, as part of  an 
exhibition which aims to put 
local artists on the map.
Jana Nicole featured as 
a launch artist at ‘Art 
Revolution’, Ace Art’s fi rst 
exhibition on the Rock on 
Thursday last week, which 
runs until July 15 at the John 
Mackintosh Hall.
The exhibition organised by 
John-Paul Bautista of  Ace Art, 
aims to open doors for local 
artists, creating networking 
opportunities for sales and 
providing them with the 
platform to showcase their work 
and exhibit as much as possible.
Ms Nicole said: “It has been 
so important because he has 
listened, he has nurtured. and 
it has grown, and he has such 
wonderful ideas to support artists 
like myself.”
She added that her working 
relationship with Mr Bautista has 
been “fantastic”.
Ms Nicole said she feels “very at 
home” on the Rock, a place which 
she hopes that local artists can 
strive and be supported as much as 
possible through Ace Art.
An aim is for Ms Nicole to 
collaborate with a local artist, 
which can then be marketed abroad 
and open doors.
“You’ve got so much talent here, 
it is really important, what we’ve 
been talking about is bringing in 
collaborations.”
“I know I’m coming back. I have to.”
Mr Bautista said that future events 
and collaborations alongside Ms 
Nicole are in the pipeline.
“Artistically it is very inspiring, 
everything is inspiring,” she said.
Creating a piece based on 
botanicals exclusive to Gibraltar is 
a hope for Ms Nicole.
Ms Nicole spoke to the Chronicle 
about her urban mixed-media 
collages.
“It started in one direction, I was 
painting and I ended up wanting 
to achieve a certain look, and I 
couldn’t get it by painting so I 
ended up fi nding a collage and it 
spoke, it said what I needed to say 
visually,” she said.
Ms Nicole said that creating mixed 
media collages allowed her to 
incorporate her own style into 
multi-layered pieces.
“What I enjoy about mixed media 
collage, because I paint on top of it, 
I incorporate my own paintings, it’s 
bringing back vintage imagery that 
has been lost.”
It is not a case of just paintbrush 
to canvas for Ms Nicole, she carries 
out extensive research on the series 
subject she will pursue.
“What I’ll do is I’ll research 
something, so right now I’m doing 
the botanical series, which is all 
about the fl ora and fauna and the 
mycelium,” she said.
“When I was researching about 
these mushrooms and these 
fl owers I was taking to these 
vintage books, these beautiful 
pictorial books, the details in it.”
“I would take that imagery, and 
cut it out and enhance it with ink, 
watercolour, paint, however I could 

get the message across and that’s 
what I started doing.”
Ms Nicole is inspired by the 
importance of the science behind 
the botanicals and the mycelium 
in particular.
She said this conveys a message 
of  community.
Ms Nicole emphasised the 
signifi cant role mycelium plays 
in allowing trees to communicate 
with each other.
“It has been proven scientifi cally 
that trees have a form of  
communication,” Ms Nicole 
said.”
“So for example, an Acacia tree, if  
giraffes are eating the tree leaves 
on one end, the tree will send a 
message very slowly but it will 
get to the other tree saying that it 
is being attacked, and it will send 
out a scent, a poison, so that if  
other giraffes come to eat it, they 
will move on.”
“I found it absolutely fascinating.”
She added that when a mushroom 
grows the mycelium attaches to 
the roots of trees and creates a 
“highway of communication” 
through trees which is “so 
incredible”.
“It’s just like a community.”
 “We need each other, we as a 
human race need each other, 
but we also need the trees, the 
mushrooms, all of that to survive, 
without that we are eradicated.”
She said that the colours on her 
botanical series and circus series, 
which are on display at the John 
Mackintosh Hall, tell stories of  
nature and animal life, which is 
of  upmost importance.
“Respecting the animal world” is 
a key message which Ms Nicole 
aims to convey.
“Living with them and them 
living with us,” she said.
Ms Nicole said she hopes that 
her work can be a conversation 
starter and inspiring.
“Hopefully you’ll learn, hopefully 
you’ll fi nd something that you can 
take away and enjoy and explore.” 
Mushrooms are on of Ms Nicole’s 
biggest inspirations as an artist, 
and she hopes her work can 
showcase the importance of them.
“We need to be more aware of  
what all plant life can achieve,” 
she said.
“It is so important, it is used 
in cancer research, it is proven 
in Chernobyl they have been 
growing and sucking in the 
radiation, it is unbelievable what 
this fungus  can do for the world.”
“That is huge for me, I am 
fascinated by what it can 
achieve.”
Ms Nicole’s artworks are hung 
alongside the works of local 
artist Gail Francis-Tiron and 
contemporary artists Ramon 
Maiden, Delia Blaguer, and Warren 
Fox.
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